12 INUVIK DRUM, Thursday, November 26, 2015

|
160°Business Services

|
165°Business Opps.

ROUND BALES - Hay, green
feed, straw and bulk oats. De-
livery available. No Sunday
calls please. Phone 403-704-
3509 or 403-704-4333.

|
165°Business Opps.

MEDICAL TRAINEES
needed now! Hospitals &
doctor's offices need certified
medical office & administrat-
ive staffl No experience
needed! We can get you
trained! Local job placement
assistance available when
training is completed. Call for
program details! 1-888-627-
0297.

GET FREE vending ma-
chines. Can earn $100,000. +
per year. All cash-locations
provided. Protected territor-
ies. Interest free financing.
Full details. Call now 1-866-
668-6629. Website:
www.tcvend.com.

|
190¢Real Estate

13,500 ACRES 35 Minutes
West of Edmonton. Toma-
hawk Ranch $24,775,000. Vis-
it hlco.ca for details. Hansen
Land Brokers/Assoc. Broker
Lively Realty Ltd. Call 403-
540-9659.

MASSAGE CAREER - At Al-
berta Institute of Massage we
deliver exceptional training,
inspire learning, and ignite
passion for knowledge! "AIM
for Success!" Now enrolling
for January and March full-
time and distance learning
programs. 403-346-1018.

HUGE DEMAND for Medic-
al Transcriptionists! Can-
Scribe is Canada's top medic-
al transcription training
school. Learn from home and
work from home. Call today!
1-800-466-1535; Please visit-
www.canscribe.com
info@canscribe.com.

HIP OR Knee Replacement?
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? $2,500 yearly tax credit.
$40,000 in tax refunds. Disab-
ility Tax Credit. For Assist-
ance: 1-844-453-5372.

NIHO LAND & Cattle Co. BC
Acreages for Sale. Water-
front, building lots, recre-
ational properties and more.
Prices start at $27,000. Con-
tact our recreational and rur-
al land specialists today. Con-
tact: sales@niho.com or call
604-606-7900. Website:
www.Niho.com.

PASTURE & HAY Land. 400
- 8000 acres of year round
water supply. Full operation-
al with management avail-
able. Central Saskatchewan.
Crossfenced & complete in-
frastructure. Natural springs
excellent water. Shortly ready
to locate cattle. Other small &
large grain & pasture quar-
ters. $150k - $2.6m. Call Doug
Rue 306-716-2671;0r visit
saskfarms@shaw.ca.

EMPLOYMENT, LEGAL

NOTICES & TENDERS

please contact:
Freda Wilson
Office Administrator

Ph: 867-678-2942

Inuvialuit Water Board

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

The Inuvialuit Water Board (IWB), located in Inuvik,
NT, is requesting proposals for:

Annual Financial Audit Services

The proposal should also include a Statement of
Qualification to provide these services.

Proposals must be received by 4:00 pm, local
time on December 18, 2015.

For a copy of the RFP including the scope of work,

Inuvialuit Water Board

Email: wilsonf@ nwtwb.com

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
OUTSIDE THE NORTH

WATKIN MOTORS Ford, Vernon, BC, immediately requires an ex-
perienced Ford Diesel Technician. Go to watkinmotors.com About
us, Employment, to apply and review required qualifications.

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! In-demand career! Employers have
work-at-home positions available. Get online training you need
from an employertrusted program. Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT or
1-855-768-3362 to start training for your work-at-home career today!

JOURNALISTS, GRAPHIC Artists, Marketing and more. Alberta's
weekly newspapers are looking for people like you. Post your re-
sume online. Free. Visit: awna.com/for-job-seekers.

Read with your
child tonight!
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Jean Polfus, left, of the University of Manitoba and one of her research partners, Frederick Andrew of
Tulita, were at Aurora Research Institute on Nov. 19, presenting the findings of their recent study on cari-

bou in the Sahtu region.

Genetic research
meets Dene knowledge

New caribou study from the Sahtu region
is presented in Inuvik

by James Goldie
Northern News Services

Traditional knowledge and
DNA analysis have worked
hand in hand to make new
discoveries about caribou
populations in the Northwest
Territories.

Jean Polfus, a PhD can-
didate at the University of
Manitoba's Natural Resour-
ces Institute, and her research
partner, Frederick Andrew of
Tulita, presented their study
of caribou to several groups
in Inuvik last week, including
members of the general pub-
lic, high school students and
even a group of four-year-olds
at the Children First Centre.

"We're trying to under-
stand caribou variation by
looking at caribou genetics as
well as traditional knowledge
through the traditional lan-
guages of Dene people," said
Polfus at a public presentation
at the Aurora Research Insti-
tute on Nov. 19.

"Language is important
because it's how we categor-
ize the variety, the diversity
of life, the variety of plants
and animals. And different
language systems will do that
in a different way. So by look-
ing at multiple perspectives,

it allows us to kind of see
where there are similarities
and differences, and develop
a broader understanding of
the world."

Polfus' research, which
began in 2013, involved col-
lecting samples of caribou
droppings from across the
Sahtu region.

She described this method
as a non-invasive approach
that allows her and her team
to collect a range of informa-
tion (through DNA and hor-
mones left behind in the scat
samples) including sex, ances-
tral lineage, pregnancy and
relationships between species.

But the work was not car-
ried out exclusively in a lab-
oratory.

Andrew opened the pub-
lic presentation by sharing
with the audience a phrase in
Shihtagot'ing, a North Slavey
dialect, which means collab-
oration.

"By working together we
have a strong voice for our
young generation coming up.
It really doesn't matter where
you're from, we should all
work together," Andrew said.

"It's very important for
me to say it in my own lan-
guage, even if you guys don't

understand, because I feel
honoured and I know that
I honour my ancestors who
went before me when I speak
my own language."

Polfus asked commun-
ity members throughout the
Sahtu to help with the scat
collection. After testing the
samples in a lab, she brought
her findings back to commun-
ity groups to discuss and ana-
lyze. An advisory group with
representatives from multiple
communities in the Sahtu also
provided input on the project.

Elders have different
names for different types of
caribou because they have
different behavioural charac-
teristics and require different
hunting strategies in order to
successfully hunt them.

Polfus' work studied the
relationships between boreal
woodland caribou, mountain
caribou and barren-ground
caribou. However, by making
traditional knowledge a key
component of the research,
she said her team learned
much more than they would
have on their own.

"One interesting result
was we found another type
of caribou that we don't have
a description for in scientific

knowledge," she said, refer-
ring to the tgnatt'aa ("the fast
runners") — a type of quick-
moving caribou with small
bodies but large horns.

"It shows where language
from aboriginal people has
a more refined category for
types of caribou, and this
group might harbour import-
ant genetic diversity that
might be important for eco-
system dynamics that we
don't know much about yet.”

While Polfus' time in Inu-
vik was quite busy, she said
one of the highlights was tak-
ing time to speak with the
young ones at the Children
First Centre.

“We had them get dressed
up in snow suits and then we
put raisins out in little piles
and had them pick up 'cari-
bou poop." And some of them
didn't want to do it because
they thought it was real,”
she said. Then back inside
again, they talked about the
different types of caribou,
did a colouring activity and
taught them how to name
the different caribou types in
Shiihtagot'ing.

"And they caught on. Little
kids and language — it's amaz-
ing," she said.





